
Save the Date!
March 17th- 25th

seattlejewishfilmfestival.org

We apprec ia t e  everyone ' s
pa t ronage  and  suppor t .
See  you  a t  t he  mov i e s !

Students  who part ic ipated in  FILMTalks!  2006 had the  fo l lowing comments:

t ake  t he  t ime  t o  l e a rn  more  abou t  i n ju s t i c e  I  w i l l  s t o p  t o  o p e n  m y  e y e s !  O p e n  m y  e y e s  t o  t h e  t r u t h  I  w i l l
c o n f r o n t  r a c i s m ,  s e x i s m ,  c l a s s i s m  a n d  h o m o p h o b i a  b y  c a l l i n g  p e o p l e  o n  w h a t  t h e y  s a y  P e r s o n a l l y,  I  w i l l  s t e p
up  and  t ake  no t i ce  when  peop le  a r e  ge t t i ng  d i s c r imina t ed  aga ins t  because  o f  t he i r  d i f f e r ences the i r  d i f f e r ences ,
a f t e r  a l l ,  a r e  w h a t  m a k e  t h e m  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  u n i q u e  i n d i v i d u a l s  I t ’s  j u s t  a  m a t t e r  o f  t a k i n g  a  s e c o n d  t o  r e a l i z e
i n j u s t i c e  i s  r e a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h u m a n  r i g h t s  c r i s i s ,  s u c h  a s  D a r f u r  n e e d  a t t e n t i o n  I  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  l e a d  m y
sc hoo l s  Mode l  Un i t ed  Na t i ons  c lub ,  i nc r ea s ing  i n t e rna t i ona l  awa renes s  o f  i s sue s  such  a s  t h i s  M y  p r o m i s e  t o
m y s e l f  i s  t o  w r i t e  o n c e  a g a i n  t o  m y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e I  wan t  t o  s eek  ou t  i n fo rma t ion  on  Da r fu r  –  don ’ t  wa i t  f o r
t he  med ia  t o  t e l l  me  t h ings  

The 12th Annual Seattle Jewish Film Festival
    There’s a reason the SEATTLE WEEKLY praises the Seattle Jewish Film Festival as the best ethnic festival in our region, second only to SIFF.
We will kick off our 12th annual Seattle Jewish Film Festival with a resounding bang,  as we toast our continued success on Opening Night
at the Palace Ballroom hosted by Tom Douglas.  This year,  we’ve decided to spread out all the hoopla from beginning to end,  rescheduling
the VIP Party at Il Fornaio from its usual slot on our first Sunday to the following Sunday for a Closing Night Party - a rewarding
celebration. So be prepared for a “festive” week March 17-25.
     Festival screenings will take place at Cinerama Opening Weekend and Closing Sunday,  and at MOHAI in between.  We have rented the
entire upstairs gallery at MOHAI this year,  where folks will enter the festival,  purchase tickets,  peruse AJC and community partner tables,
enjoy exhibits and grab a nosh.  Our goal is to create a cultural gathering space and social destination in which SJFF festival-goers will
linger,  chat and catch the community spirit we always  strive for but  was not possible last year in the small lobby outside MOHAI’s theatre.
MOHAI has also given us permission to bring food into the theatre,  again adding to the movie-going experience.   We are seeing a lot of
amazing films from Israel and France this year,  and a smattering of films from Nordic countries.   And we hope,  with  W Hotel as SJFF’s
exclusive hospitality sponsor this year,  to invite quality guest artists from near and far.
     SJFF co-chairs Michael Levin and Michele Tesler are spearheading an incredible committee decided to viewing multiple screeners
together and individually on a weekly basis.  By the time film selection is finalized on January 9th,  each film will have been viewed by at
least 3-5 committee members, making the process both challenging and coordinated.  Hats off to our committee of long-standing and
new members: Shelly Dillon,  AJC President Moshe Dunie,  Julian Judelman,  Marilyn Meyer,  Michael Levin (co-chair),  Pip Meyerson,  Ron
Ralph,  David Rind,  Michele Tesler  (co-chair),  and Marilyn Weissman.

AJC Seattle Chapter News Letter Winter 2007

FILMTalks! is  AJC’s unique day-long program to bring high
school students from local schools together for a day of dialogue
on issues of pluralism,  prejudice and mutual respect.  This year's
event will be held at MOHAI on Friday,  April 20th.  Volunteers
needed!  Contact Pamela Lavitt for information at: lavittp@ajc.org
or 206-622-6315.

Volunteers Needed!
Please Call:

206-622-6315



Act ing on a  nat ional  mandate  to  share  perspect ives  on i ssues  of  concern  with
members  of  the  d ip lomat ic  corps ,  representat ives  of  the  loca l  chapter  have  met
with  the  Ambassador  of  the  Czech Republ ic ,  the  French Deputy  Consul ,  the  German
Consul  Genera l , and most  recent ly, the  V i ce-consul  of  A zerbai jan , a l l  v i s i t ing
f rom elsewhere  in  the  countr y.

Part  of  our  job i s  a lso  to  expose  loca l  consuls  to  Amer ican Jewish  cul ture  and
so, Jon and Bobbe Br idge, both  past  pres idents  of  the  Chapt er, hosted our  second
annual  Hanukkah ce lebrat ion for  members  of  the  Seatt le  Consular  Associat ion .
Attending the  event  were  representat ives  of  Japan,  South Korea ,  Austra l ia ,  Be lg ium,
Hungar y, Austr ia , L i thuania , Ice land, Peru  and Uzbek istan .  Pro f. Noam Pi anko of
the  Univers i ty  of  Washington spoke on the  cul tura l  impl icat ions  of  Hanukkah
then and now.  R abbi  Anson Laytner, execut ive  d i rec t o r, br iefed the  group on the
Chr is tmas  t ree/menorah controversy  at  S eaTac  a i rpor t .
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Honor someone you love with a gift to the AJC

Honor a special person in your life with a gift to the American Jewish Committee.  Your gift
provides a lasting tribute to a family member, friend, or colleague and contributes valuable
support to improved human relations in our community.

You can also designate your tribute towards a specific program if you wish: the Film Festival,
the Block Student Human Relations Awards, the Consular Outreach program, Investing in
People for Israeli-Palestinian Peace, or FilmTalks.

A gift “in honor of” someone is usually made at a time of celebration such as a birthday,
graduation, holiday, promotion, or retirement.

A gift “in memory of” someone is made to honor a loved one who recently passed away.

Each gift made in honor of someone receives an acknowledgment to the donor as well as a
card to the recipient or family of the recipient.  To make a gift in honor or in memory of a
special person in your life, please mail your donation to AJC or call (206) 622-6315 ext. 4.

Members of Seattle Consular Association Gather
to Celebrate Hanukkah



Local Leaders Receive National AJC Appointments
· Deborah Rosen ,  one  of  our  most  act ive  past  pres idents ,  has  been nominated to  serve  as  a  V ice-pres ident  of

the  Nat ional  AJC.   She  i s  the  f i rs t  person f rom the  Greater  Seatt le  Chapter—at  least  to  our  knowledge—to
reach such a  h igh level  in  the  nat ional  organizat ion .

· Moshe Dunie , pres ident  of  the  Greater  Seatt le  Chapter, has  a lso  been nominated to  the  Nat ional  AJC Board

of  Governors ,  where  he  jo ins  other  longt ime loca l  leaders ,  Carol  Gown and Deborah Rosen.

Chapter News:  Welcome New Staff!

Let us know how to contact you!
Sign up for email announcemnts!  Email us at  seattle@ajc.org and we can send you updates for upcoming events and programs.

Kathleen Crowell

Kathleen Crowel l  has  taken on the  new pos i t ion of  Development  Di rector  for  the  AJC and i ts  major  program,
the SJFF.  Pr ev ious ly, K athleen was  the  D evelopment  M anager  for  the  Museum of  Histo r y  &  Industr y  wher e
she ass is ted with  membership ,  fundra is ing campaigns  and specia l  events .   Kathleen has  a lso  worked at
Specia l  Olympics  Washington and the  Woodland Park  Zoo and helped these  inst i tut ions  achieve  thei r
fundra is ing goals .   She  received a  BA in  Engl ish  L i terature  f rom Univers i ty  of  Puget  Sound and a  Master  of
Not- for -Prof i t  Leadership  f rom Seatt le  Univers i t y.  K athleen i s  eager  to  t ransfer  her  sk i l l s  to  the  Amer ican
Jewish  Committee  and help  i t  become a  f inancia l ly  s t rong and miss ion dr iven organizat ion .

K athleen i s  a  S eatt le  nat ive  and curr ent ly  res ides  in  West  Seatt le  with  her  husband, Casey, and pre-school
son,  Di l lon .   She  t reasures  the  t ime that  she  can spend pract ic ing yoga,  tak ing walks  with  her  f r iends  or
dog,  spending t ime with  fami ly  and reading novels .

Pamela Lavitt

Many of  you a l ready know Pamela  Lav i t t ,  who served as  SJFF  F i lm Curator  and Program Manager  for  three
years, and f ina l ly  s teps  into  the  Direc tor ’s  chai r. Pamela  i s  a  gr aduate  of  Duke Univers i ty  and completed
her  doctora l  coursework  in  Jewish  fo lk lore  and theatre  h isto r y  at  New York  Univers i t y  with  fe l lo wships  in
Yiddish  Studies  at  Columbia  Univers i ty  and Y IVO Archives . At  NYU, she  taught  in  the  Drama and Engl ish
depar tments, whi le  work ing with  the  Jewish  Museum’s  New York  Jewish  Fi lm Fest iva l  and conduc t ing f ie ld
work  as  a  fo lk lor is t  in  upstate  New York .

Af ter  moving to  S eatt le, Pamela  became SJFF ’s  f i r s t  of f ic ia l  cura tor  in  2000 and, befor e  returning to  AJC in
2005, Pamela  taught  in  Jewish  and Women’s  Studies  at  the  Henr y  M. Jackson School  of  Internat ional
Studies  at  Univers i t y  of  Washingt on, researched the  2002 New York  Jewish  Museum’s  exhibi t , “Enter ta in ing
America : Jews  in  R adio  Te lev is ion and Fi lm, ” and ser ved as  ora l  h is tor ian  for  the  Jewish  Women’s  Archive’s
“ Weaving Women’s  Projec t ” which culminated in  an  exhibi t  at  the  Museum of  Histor y  &  Industr y  in  2003.
Oh yes ,  and managed to  have ident ica l  twins .  Pamela  has  publ ished widely  on the  h istory  of  Jewish
women in  vaudevi l le  in  such publ icat ions  as  American Jewish History  and the  upcoming three-volume History
of Jews in American Popular Culture .

In  her  spare  t ime, Pamela  does  aerobics, reads  The New Yorker,  and t reasures  laughs  with  husband Rob and
twin  daughters ,  Danie l le  and Margot ,  now 4 .

Satina Smith

Sat ina  Smith  jo ined the  staf f  at  AJC in  November  as  the  O f f ice  Operat ions  Manager. Prev ious ly, Sat ina
ser ved as  a  Hospita l  Chapla in  at  Scott  and White  Hospita l  in  Temple, Texas.  Sat ina  earned her  Mast er  of
Div in i ty  at  Pr inceton Theologica l  S eminar y  in  2005 and i s  under  care  with  the  Presby ter y  of  New Brunswick
seeking ordinat ion with  the  Presbyter ian  Church (USA) .  Work ing for  the  AJC wi l l  provide  Sat ina  with  va luable
exper ience  for  her  long-term goals  in  minist ry  both  in  the  non-prof i t  and inter fa i th  arenas .   Sat ina  a lso
holds  a  degree  in  Communicat ion and has  managed projects  in  a  var iety  of  of f ice  sett ings .

Sat ina  i s  or ig ina l ly  f rom Sal t  Lake  C i t y, U tah and has  jo ined her  two s is ters  who l ive  in  Seatt le.  Her
volunteer  work  in  the  area  inc ludes  car ing for  people  with  AIDS and publ ic  speaking.   She  enjoys  the  arts ;
as  wel l  as  cooking,  reading,  and spending t ime with  her  twelve-year-o ld  son Robin .



Saturday, March 17th  -  Sunday, March 25th
The 12th Annual Seattle Jewish Film Festival
SJFF has grown to be one of the largest international film festivals in the region.  Films will be shown at both Cinerama and
MOHAI.

Friday, April 20th
FILMTalks!
FILMTalks is AJC’s unique day-long program to bring high school students from local schools together for a day of dialogue on
issues of pluralism, prejudice and mutual respect.  This event will be held at MOHAI.

Saturday, April 28th
AJC's annual Donor Appreciation Party
At Pike Brewery and Pub!

Tuesday, May 1st - Friday, May 4th
AJC's  Annual Meeting
The National organization's 101st meeting will be held in in Washington D.C.
 Book your flights now to get the best deal!

Monday, June 4th
AJC Salutes: A Centennial Send-off
Featuring the presentation of the Block Student Human Relations Awards and a salute to our past Chapter Presidents.

AJC  Not ice  of  Upcoming Events

Greater  Seattle  Chapter

1402 T hird  Avenue
 Suite #1415

Se attle,  WA 98101-2100

phone (206)  622-6315
fax (206)  622-3015

 seatt le@ajc.org
 www.ajcseattle.org

www.seattlejewish f i lm festival .org

"Love your neighbor.  S/he is like you."
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